
Practical Training Courses on Ocean Acidification 

Course I (30 October – 3 November):  

Introduction to Ocean Acidification Monitoring and Research 

 

Course II (6 November – 10 November):  

Applied Ocean Acidification Monitoring and Research Techniques 

 

Host institute:  University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji 

 

Dates:   Course I: 30 October – 3 November, 2017 

  Course II: 6 November – 10 November, 2017 

 

Organizers:   The Ocean Foundation 

  The US Department of State 

  The Swedish International Development Agency 

  Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme  

The Global Ocean Acidification Observing Network (GOA-ON) 

The X-PRIZE Foundation 

The IAEA Ocean Acidification International Coordination Centre 

The Commonwealth Marine Economies (CME) Programme 

 

Language:   English 

 

Contact point:  Alexis Valauri-Orton 

The Ocean Foundation 

Washington, DC 

Tel: +1 202-887-8996 x117 

E-mail: avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org 

 

Support: These courses are supported by the United States Department of State, The Swedish 

International Development Agency, The X-PRIZE Foundation, and the Commonwealth 

Marine Economies (CME) Programme 
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Overview: These courses are part of a 

broad effort by The Ocean Foundation, 

through its International Ocean 

Acidification Initiative, to expand the 

capacity of scientists and resource 

managers around the world to monitor, 

understand, and respond to ocean 

acidification in their region. The Ocean 

Foundation’s work is supported by the 

partners listed above and is coordinated 

closely with the Global Ocean 

Acidification Observing Network (GOA-

ON). We invite interested participants 

to apply for one or both courses 

described here. 

The courses advertised here are meant for 

those who have the skills and interest in 

implementing monitoring programs. 

Though we have specified educational and 

occupational requirements for participants, 

our primary goal is to ensure that 

stakeholders from the Pacific Islands have 

access to information about how ocean acidification might affect them locally. Therefore, if 

you do not meet the educational or occupational requirements listed for the courses below, 

please contact Alexis Valauri-Orton at avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org to discuss how you might 

be able to participate. 

Related to these workshops, The Ocean Foundation is coordinating blue carbon restoration in 

Fiji with support from the U.S. Department of State. The goal of this restoration is to create 

critical habitat, a carbon sink, and to test the ability of blue carbon to reduce the threat of 

ocean acidification at a local level. Selected scientists who participate in Courses I and II will 

receive stipends to allow them to conduct pre-restoration, during restoration, and post-

restoration monitoring of the water chemistry. 

In addition to the two courses advertised here, The Ocean Foundation will host a separate 

meeting for policy makers, environmental resource managers and other stakeholders to 

discuss the potential ecological, social, and economic impacts of ocean acidification on their 

countries. Stakeholders at this meeting will also discuss examples of legislation that policy 

makers around the world have implemented to help their regions adapt and respond to ocean 

acidification, and how those examples might be adapted to fit local legal structures and needs. 

Although it is a separate initiative, this meeting will coincide with Course I and will be 

located in Suva, Fiji. This meeting will be open to all countries in the South Pacific. Some 

financial assistance will be available. If you want to receive more information about this 

meeting please contact Alexis Valauri-Orton at avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org 
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Course I (30 October – 3 November): Introduction to Ocean Acidification 

Monitoring and Research 

Purpose: This introductory course is for early-career scientists, researchers, technicians, and 

others employed in the study and/or management of marine resources from the Pacific 

Islands* to learn about the fundamentals of ocean acidification science and the methods and 

tools used to conduct chemical and biological monitoring of ocean acidification. The material 

taught in this course will provide an entry point for scientists interested in participating in, and 

contributing to, the global ocean acidification observing community and the Global Ocean 

Acidification Observing Network (GOA-ON). This course is designed for scientists who have 

relevant, but perhaps limited, experience working on ocean acidification. 

Expected outcomes: Increased understanding of how to study and monitor ocean 

acidification, and of potential local and global impacts of ocean acidification, as well as 

increased networking among scientists working on ocean acidification in the Pacific Islands. 

Scope and nature: The training will include plenary-style lectures as well as lab and field 

sessions that will introduce specific methods for measuring carbonate chemistry and the 

biological impacts of ocean acidification. Additionally, this course will discuss the challenges 

and opportunities for setting up relevant ocean acidification monitoring and experiments 

despite financial and infrastructural constraints.  

*Participation: The course is open to delegates from Fiji, Indonesia, Kiribati, Nauru, 

Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, The Marshall Islands, Tokelau, 

Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. If you are based in a Pacific Islands country not listed, 

please contact Alexis Valauri-Orton (avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org) to inquire about 

eligibility. Priority will be given to early-career scientists or marine resource managers who 

are beginning or planning to work in the field of ocean acidification. 

Qualifications: The participants should have a university degree in marine sciences or a 

related scientific field, or at least three years of experience working on marine resource 

monitoring and management. Additionally, participants should be currently involved in or 

planning to set up ocean acidification studies. 

Application Procedure: Complete the following google survey and send a CV and short 

letter explaining why you would like to enroll in this course to Alexis Valauri-Orton 

(avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org). Please note which course(s) you are applying for - only one 

application is needed even if you are applying for both Course I and Course II. Applications 

must be received no later than 15 August 2017.  

Financial Support: All participants will receive grants to support travel, accommodation, and 

food for the duration of the course. Participants must make their own arrangements for 

passports, visas, and vaccinations needed to enter Fiji. 

  

mailto:avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org)
https://goo.gl/forms/VWxeVpiPlC2YeGk22
mailto:avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org)


Course II (6 November – 10 November): Applied Study of Monitoring and 

Research Techniques 

Purpose: To provide hands-on training to scientists and researchers from the Pacific 

Islands** in specific methodologies to monitor ocean acidification. Participation in this 

course requires Course I (or a similar course approved by the workshop organizers) as a pre-

requisite, and applicants may apply for both at the same time. All participating countries will 

receive a kit of sensor equipment – “GOA-ON in a Box” – which contains the necessary 

hardware (e.g. sensors, lab equipment) and software (e.g. methodologies, data input forms) 

required to collect data that meets the “weather quality” standards of GOA-ON, as outlined in 

its Requirements and Governance Plan.  

Expected outcomes: Basic proficiency in the methodologies and tools required to launch a 

regional monitoring program capable of collecting “weather quality” data per the GOA-ON 

guidelines, increased capacity for creating monitoring and research frameworks and plans, 

and increased networking among scientists working on ocean acidification in the Pacific 

Islands. 

Scope and nature: The training will primarily entail lab and field sessions focused on 

specific monitoring techniques, including operation of the iSAMI pH sensor, collection and 

preservation of bottle samples for lab analysis, analysis of pH and total alkalinity from 

discrete samples, measurement quality control, and data quality control and upload. 

**Participation: The course is open to delegates from Palau, Papua New Guinea, 

Vanuatu, and Fiji. If you are based in a Pacific Islands country not listed, please contact 

Alexis Valauri-Orton (avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org) to inquire about eligibility. Priority 

will be given to scientists or marine resource managers with some prior experience working in 

the field of ocean acidification. 

Qualifications: The participants must attend Course I, which will take place the week prior to 

Course II, or provide proof of completing a similar course approved by the workshop 

organizers (e.g. WESTPAC training on ocean acidification). Additionally, the participants 

should have a university degree in marine sciences or a related scientific field, or at least three 

years of experience working on marine resource monitoring and management.  Participants 

should also be currently involved in or planning to set up ocean acidification studies. 

Application Procedure: Complete the following google survey and send a CV and short 

letter explaining why you would like to enroll in this course to Alexis Valauri-Orton 

(avalauriorton@oceanfdn.org). Please note which course(s) you are applying for – only one 

application is needed even if you are applying for both Course I and Course II. Applications 

must be received no later than 15 August 2017.  

Financial Support: All participants will receive grants to support travel, accommodation, and 

food for the duration of the course. Participants must make their own arrangements for 

passports, visas, and vaccinations needed to enter Fiji. 
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